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Member Briefing | 12 November 2016 

HM Government’s health team and the Shadow health 

team 

The political landscape has shifted considerably since the referendum result in June, but finally 

seems to be settling, in some sectors at least. We have a new prime minister but retain Jeremy Hunt 

as our secretary of state for health, although there were changes to the team around him. On the 

shadow benches, Jeremy Corbyn remains as the leader of the opposition despite the turbulent 

months since June, but we have yet another shadow health team thanks to the latest reshuffle. This 

briefing gives National Voices members a quick run through of the newly configured government 

and opposition health teams. If you have any questions or contributions please call Michael, our 

membership manager, on 020 3176 0738, or email membership@nationalvoices.org.uk.  

 

HM Government 
 
 

The Prime Minister on health | Rt Hon Theresa May MP 
Prime Minister on health 
 
Theresa May’s priorities on health remain to be seen. She has not changed 
health secretary, but the rest of the team, with the exception of Lord Prior, 
has changed.  
 
She is patron of the National Rheumatoid Arthritis Society (NRAS), a National 
Voices member charity based in her constituency. She was diagnosed with 
type 1 diabetes in 2012. 
 
Incisive Health noted that May’s comments on health have tended to be tangential, looking at issues 
from the perspective of the Home Office, for example discussing immigrants’ rights to access NHS 
services, the need for better mental health provision to ensure that individuals with mental ill health 
do not end up in police cells and the need for blue light collaboration to increase the efficiency of 
the emergency services. 
 
A question mark hangs over a number of former health priorities, including dementia, which was an 
area of concern for David Cameron, and the NHS funding ‘reset’ that had been promised for the 
summer and which, it was hinted, would be significant, possibly shifting the balance of funding more 
towards social care. The 100,000 Genomes Project and the Accelerated Access review are other 
programmes which may be delayed or altered now we have a new PM.   
 

 
Government health team 
 
The post-referendum re-jig of the government health team has left fewer ministers of state than 
previously.  

mailto:membership@nationalvoices.org.uk
http://www.incisivehealth.com/news/228/18/Come-what-May-for-the-NHS
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Secretary of State for Health – Rt Hon Jeremy Hunt MP 
 
Jeremy Hunt was elected as MP for Surrey West in 2005. He was appointed 

as secretary of state for culture, media and sports in 2010, and became 

secretary of health in 2012. He is one of only two cabinet members 

remaining in post following Theresa May becoming prime minister.  

 
He has set out his vision for the NHS as having four pillars: 
 

1. recognising the NHS needs a strong economy 
2. responding to an ageing population through integrated care, closer to home 
3. harnessing innovation and value for money to improve care and make savings 
4. changing the culture within the NHS – safety and accountability 

 
His priorities in post have included the roll out of a ‘seven-day NHS’, personalised medicines, 
improving safety post-Mid Staffs scandal. He is introducing a Healthcare Safety Investigation Branch, 
due to start work in the autumn, reviewing historical cases of serious harm. He has been a 
controversial figure over recent months following his decision to impose a new contract on junior 
doctors. 
 
The Secretary of State for Health has overall charge of all areas of health policy with a particular 
focus on financial control and oversight of all NHS delivery and performance.  Jeremy also leads on 
all aspects of mental health and championing patient safety. 
 

Minister of State for Health – Philip Dunne MP 
 

Philip Dunne has been MP for Ludlow since 2005. He has been appointed 
minister of state for community and social care. 
 
Following the 2015 election, he was promoted to minister of state for 
defence procurement at the ministry of defence. He has previously acted 
as an assistant government whip. He has a background in business, 
including investment banking, as well as farming.  
 
He has acted as deputy chair of the APPG on Diabetes. He was a director 
of the cross-party European Information Management Group (EURIM) 
and the parliamentary chair of its Information Governance group. 
 
Mr Dunne set up Ludlow Health Forum to provide an opportunity for the NHS locally to engage with 
local community leaders in Ludlow and the surrounding area. He has been critical of local NHS 
decision making, particularly around the future of community hospitals.  
 
Mr Dunne’s responsibilities include: patient experience, hospital care, failing hospitals, hospital 
productivity, secondary care commissioning policy, healthcare quality regulation, DH expenditure 
and Spending Review, NHS performance and operations, professional regulation, workforce, patient 
safety, health visiting, cosmetic regulation, screening in pregnancy, and maternity care.  
 
Ministerial lead for: Care Quality Commission, Health Education England, and NHS Improvement 
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Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Public Health 
and Innovation – Nicola Blackwood MP 
 
Nicola Blackwood has been MP for Oxford West and Abingdon since 2010. 
She was elected as chair of the Science and Technology Select Committee in 
2015 and has been a member of the Home Office Affairs Select Committee 
and the APPG on Overseas Development. Before entering Parliament, she 
worked for the Conservative Party Human Rights group, and then as an 
advisor to Andrew Mitchell MP, in his role as shadow secretary for 
international development.  
 
Her parents both worked in health (as a nurse and a cardiologist). Nicola has spoken about her 
history of long-term health conditions. In her teens, she had asthma and chronic fatigue syndrome. 
In 2015, before the general election, she revealed that in 2013 she was diagnosed with Ehlers–
Danlos syndrome, and she has also been diagnosed with an associated secondary condition of 
postural tachycardia syndrome, which causes chronic migraines.  
 
The BBC reported that she was campaigning to reduce stigma for people with long term conditions. 
She sad “One of the reasons why I spoke out publicly was I felt it was important to be clear it's not a 
terminal illness, and even though it's chronic it's perfectly possible to carry on a normal life and get 
on with things. I think we still suffer in this country with quite a stigma around disability and chronic 
illness and we have to get over it.” She told reporters that she was managing her condition through a 
change in diet, and with Pilates.  
 
Ms Blackwood’s responsibilities include: health protection, health Improvement, diabetes, 
children’s health and school nursing, sexual health, abortion, mental health services, homelessness, 
prison health services, data and technology, cyber security, research and development, fertility and 
embryology, life sciences innovation, genomics, antimicrobial resistance, and global health security.  
 
Ministerial lead for: Public Health England, NHS Digital, and Human Fertilisation and Embryology 
Authority 
 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for Community 
Health and Care – David Mowat MP 
 
David Mowat has been MP for Warrington South since 2010. He was 
previously a chartered accountant, working for Accenture, and was a 
councillor.  

His ‘Plan for securing a better future for Warrington’ includes:  

“Lobby for more cash for our NHS - so that families always have 
access to a world class service. 

“I've campaigned to get Warrington its fair share of NHS cash and last year we received the 
biggest percentage increase in the north of England. I’ll carry on fighting for funds to protect 
the services we all rely on.” 

 
He was elected to the Public Accounts Committee in 2015, and expressed concern about proposals 
for seven day health services when Charlie Massey, outgoing director general for external relations 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ehlers%E2%80%93Danlos_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ehlers%E2%80%93Danlos_syndrome
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postural_orthostatic_tachycardia_syndrome
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-oxfordshire-33133119
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at the Department of Health gave evidence, saying “I am surprised that you can put this policy in 
place without having some idea of the implication for staffing levels.”  
 
He was chair of charity Fairbridge, working with disengaged young people, until his election to 
Parliament. In Parliament, he has sat on a range of APPGs, including the APPG on Autism. His son is a 
junior doctor. 
 
Mr Mowat’s responsibilities include: primary care, seven-day services, clinical commissioning 
groups, adult social care, integration of health and social care, NHS transformation, dementia, older 
people, physical and learning disabilities, autism, cancer, carers, community health services, end of 
life care, allied health professions, third sector / volunteers, personal health budgets, long-term 
conditions, veterans’ health.  
 
Ministerial responsibility for: NHS England 
 

 
Parliamentary Under Secretary of State –  
Lord Prior of Brampton 
 
Lord Prior became a life peer in May 2015. He was MP for Norfolk North from 

1997 to 2001 when he lost his seat to Norman Lamb MP. Before entering 

Parliament, he worked in banking and business.  

In 2002, he was appointed Chair of the Norfolk and Norwich University 

Hospital Trust, resigning in 2006 when he was arrested on allegations of 

financial irregularities relating to Cawston Hospital, a private psychiatric 

hospital. After he was cleared of these charges, he was reappointed as chair of 

the Norfolk and Norwich University Hospital Trust.  

He was appointed chair of the Care Quality Commission (CQC) in 2013.  

He has founded two free schools and has been involved with a number of charities, including The 

Inspiration Trust and Friends of Families House. 

Lord Prior’s role incorporates all aspects of health in the House of Lords, including: drug spending, 

life sciences, NHS and EU issues, NHS commercial issues, devolved administrations, cancer drugs 

fund, reducing clinical variation, specialised commissioning, prescription charging, litigation, 

procurement, workforce race equality standard, and organ donation.  

Ministerial lead for: NHS Litigation Authority, NHS Property Services and Community Health 

Partnerships, NHS Business Services Authority, NHS Blood & Transplant, Food Standards Agency 
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Labour Shadow Health team 

Following the Labour Party conference, and the decision of Andy Burnham to step down from the 

Shadow Cabinet to focus on his mayoral campaign, and Diane Abbott’s promotion to Shadow Home 

Secretary, Jeremy Corbyn has appointed a new shadow health team.  

 

Shadow Secretary of State for Health - Jonathan Ashworth MP 

Jonathan has been the Labour and Cooperative MP for Leicester South since 2011. 

Prior to his election, he worked for the Labour Party in a number of roles, including 

political research officer. He worked as a treasury advisor to Gordon Brown, then 

as deputy political secretary when Brown became prime minister. He was head of 

party relations under Ed Miliband, before winning his Parliamentary seat in a 2011 

by-election. There is currently limited information about his views on health and 

care issues, having had no . 

Shadow Minister for Public Health – Sharon Hodgson MP 

Sharon has been an MP since 2005. She has been MP for Washington and 

Sunderland West since 2010 following the abolishment of her previous 

constituency. She started her career as an accounting clerk and attended the Trade 

Union Congress Academy. She became a party organiser in 2000 and then worked 

for trade union Unison.  

She has served on a number of select committees and has been parliamentary 

private secretary to a number of ministers, including Dawn Primarolo in the 

Department of Health, before being promoted to a role as Government whip in 

2009.  

In 2010, she joined the shadow children and families team and campaigned for the continuation of 

Sure Start provision. In 2013 she joined the Labour women and equalities team, before being 

appointed shadow children’s minister by Jeremy Corbyn in September 2015. She resigned in June 

2016, protesting about a lack of communication and respect from Jeremy Corbyn and John 

McDonnell.  

She has recently been elected as the chair of the Dyslexia and SpLD APPG, having previously carried 

out a review into special educational needs provision. She successfully introduced a private 

member's bill in 2008- the Special Needs Information Act (2008). She has a child with severe 

dyslexia.  

Over the summer, Sharon responded to the Government’s Childhood Obesity Strategy, welcoming 

some of the proposals but expressing disappointment that these did not go further, and expressing 

concern about malnutrition and children going hungry during school holidays. She is chair of the 

APPG on Ovarian Cancer and joint chair of the APPG on Breast Cancer.   
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Shadow Minister for Mental Health and Social Care –  

Barbara Keeley MP 

Barbara Keeley was elected MP for Worsley in 2005 and has been MP for 

Worsley and Eccles South since 2010. Before entering parliament she worked 

for IBM, and as an advisor to the Princess Royal Trust for Carers (now the 

Carers Trust).  

She has been active on carers issues while in Parliament. She introduced a 

Private Members’ Bill, The Carers (Identification and Support) Bill, in 2007, 

which would have required health bodies to identify carers, and was asked to chair the Labour 

Party’s manifesto group on social care. She was vice chair of the APPG on Carers and has acted as 

parliamentary champion for Carers Week in 2007.  

Barbara has been parliamentary private secretary to Harriet Harman, assistant government whip, 

and deputy leader of the House of Commons. 

 In June 2010, she was appointed as a member of the shadow health team and as the shadow 

deputy leader of the House. She then served in the shadow communities and local government 

team, before re-joining the shadow health team in September 2015 as shadow minister for older 

people, social care and carers. She resigned in June 2016 citing concerns about Labour’s inability to 

mount an effective opposition to the Conservatives.  

Shadow Minister for Health - Justin Madders MP 

Justin Madders was elected as MP for Ellesmere Port and Neston in 2015 

and appointed to the shadow health team in September 2015. He was 

previously a solicitor and a councillor.  

He has expressed concerns about Sustainability and Transformation Plans 

(STPs), saying that no-one knows how to achieve the £22 billion savings 

needed, and that the STPs risk being “used to make unpopular decisions 

behind closed doors about closing services”. He said: “There is no model of 

governance in place yet and there is no public involvement in the blueprints 

that are currently being drawn up.” 

Justin has also criticised cuts to nursing bursaries and has called for the co-location of A&E and GP 

services. 

Shadow Spokesperson for Health – The Rt Hon. the Lord 

Hunt of Kings Heath OBE  

Lord Hunt was made a life peer in 1997. His career prior to politics was in 

health administration, working at the Oxford Regional Hospital Board and 

the Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre in the 1970s, and moving the Edgeware and 

Hendon Community Health Council.  

http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/justin-madders/nhs-reform-reorganisation_b_9991164.html
https://www.politicshome.com/news/uk/health-and-care/house/75409/justin-madders-creaking-nhs-cant-afford-governments-bursary
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He was the first chief executive of the NHS Confederation, and was director of the National 

Association of Health Authorities, then its successor. In 2011 he was appointed chair of Heart of 

England NHS Foundation Trust.  

He was parliamentary undersecretary of state for health until he resigned over the Iraq war in 2003. 

He has subsequently held a number of positions, including minister of state in the Department for 

the Environment Food and Rural Affairs and the Department of Energy and Climate Change.  

In May 2012 Lord Hunt was appointed labour spokesperson for health in the House of Lords. 
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