
Amanda Allard | Assistant Director | Council for Disabled Children 

 

Areas of skill, experience, knowledge: 

Communications  

Health & social care  

Policy  

Equality/health inequalities/health inclusion  

Membership  

Service user involvement  

Government Liaison/public affairs  

 

Candidate statement: 

Despite significant improvements in child health in recent decades, children and young people in the 

UK have poorer health outcomes than those in other comparable countries and large inequalities 

persist; there is also large variation in the quality of health care services provided to children and 

young people across the UK. Over the last 45 years, mortality data show an epidemiological 

transition away from acute infectious illness towards chronic long-term conditions; however, the 

way services are provided is still heavily hospital focused and reactive.  Furthermore the majority of 

initiatives put in place by DH and or NHS England have been overwhelmingly adult focussed with 

children often a poor after thought well after the majority of the funding has been assigned.   

The Council for Disabled Children (CDC) is part of the National Children's Bureau (NCB).  Both 

organisations have a strong track record of both with health agencies but also ensuring that children 

and young people's voice is fed into government initiatives.   

As Assistant Director for Health I manage health projects across both NCB and CDC.  This includes 

the DH Strategic Partner Programme, our work on the Integrated Personal Commissioning Pilots, 

Transforming Care and the interface with DH on CAMHS.  I sit on the Children with Complex Needs 

Board which oversees NHS England's work on children with complex health needs.  I also manage a 

project supporting health services to better integrate with local authorities in implementing the 

Children and Families Act.  As such I have a good overview of DH and NHSE's programmes and 

priorities concerning children.  I also work very closely with Christine Lenehan who was the co-chair 

of the children and young people's Health Outcomes Forum which gives me further access and 

insight. 

NCB and CDC's roles are to influence policy and practice affecting children and young people.  We 

are keen to ensure that available mechanisms such as National Voices' are fully sighted on the 

particular needs and issues affecting children and young people and for this reason would be keen to 

sit on the National Voices Board of Trustees.  We very much value the role that National Voices plays 

but have sometimes felt that the voice and needs of children are insufficiently reflected in the work 

it carries out.  We would be keen to help address this gap. 


